
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



230 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Feb 

FEBRUARY MEETING, 1877. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, 8th February, at 
11 o'clock a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The Secretary read his records of the two preceding meet 

ings. 
The Librarian submitted his usual list of donors. 
The Recording Secretary communicated a letter of accept 

ance from the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, D.D., of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., who had been elected an Honorary Member. 

Dr. Storrs sent with his letter a copy of two historical 
addresses, delivered by himself, bound in one volume. 

A letter was received from Mr. Stanton Blake, of Brook 
line, Mass., accompanied by a picture of the Battle of New 

Orleans, presented by him to the Cabinet of the Society. 
It was " drawn on the Field of Battle, and painted by Hthe 

Laclotte arch1 and assis* Engineer in the Louisiana Army, 
the year 1815." It was "grav? par P. L. Debucourt." The 

picture was purchased by Mr. Blake in Paris. 
The acknowledgments of the Society7 were ordered for the 

gift. 
The Hon. Horatio Seymour, of Utica, New York, was 

elected an Honorary Member. 
The President read a letter from the Hon. Hiland Hall, 

of Vermont, acknowledging his letter conveying the informa 
tion that the original instructions to Colonel Baum, referred 
to in Mr. Hall's former letter, were in the Cabinet of this 

Society. 
Judge Chamberlain read the following sketch of the life 

of the Rev. Samuel Henley, D.D., Professor of Moral Philos 

ophy in William and Mary College, Virginia, 1770-1775 : ? 

Rev. Samuel Henley, D.D. 

During the quarter-century immediately preceding the War of the 

Revolution, there was a noticeable advent of able and highly educated 

men from Great Britain to the pulpits and colleges of America, 
? 

especially to those of the Middle and Southern Colonies. Whether 

they were drawn hither by some special sympathy with the political or 

religious opinions then dividing the public mind, or for the bettering 
of their own fortunes, may not, perhaps, be known with certainty 

: but 

of the immediate personal influence of these new-comers upon affairs, 
both civil and ecclesiastical, there can be no question ; nor that they 
contributed efficiently to the formation of a race of statesmen fitted to 
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guide a revolution, and to lay the foundations of the government soon 

after to be established. 

The names of these benefactors of the country will readily occur to 

those familiar with the literary and religious history of the times : 

such, for example, as William Smith and Francis Allison, of the Uni 

versity of Pennsylvania; Samuel Finley and John Witherspoon, of 

Nassau Hall ; and Myles Cooper, of Columbia College ; to say nothing 
of many others who were useful in less conspicuous situations. 

Earlier than either of the institutions which have been mentioned, 
William and Mary College, in Virginia, from its earlier foundation, 

enjoyed a still larger share of the fruit of European scholarship, in the 

labor of such men as James Blair, its first president, a native of Scot 
land ; the Dawsons, William and Thomas (the former from Oxford) ; 

and a long list of eminent scholars, reaching quite down to the 

breaking out of the war with the mother-country. One of the most 

remarkable of these men, and perhaps the most variously learned of 

them all, 
? 

though, from the brief period of his residence in America, 
less known than many others, 

? was the Rev. Samuel Henley, D.D., 
the subject of this sketch, Professor of Moral Philosophy from 1770 
to 1775.* 

Of Dr. Henley, John Nichols, in his 
" 

Illustrations of Literature," f 

says, 
" 

This eminently learned Orientalist was some time ? professor of 

* Some years since, I came into possession of the greater portion of Dr. 

Henley's literary correspondence. It had formed a part of the famous col 
lection of manuscripts made by Dawson Turner, which was dispersed soon 
after his death. Dr. Henley was in familiar correspondence with William 

Gilpin; Law, Bishop of Carlisle ; Percy, Bishop of Dromore ; Jacob Bryant; 
Michael Tyson ; Stevens and Malone, the Shakspearean scholars ; Dr. Michael 
Lort ; Beckford, the author of " Vathek 

" 
; Dr. John Aiken ; Mrs. Barbauld ; 

Heyne ; Capel Lofft; Granville Sharp; William Howley, Archbishop of Canter 

bury ; Richard Gough ; Dean Milner ; Dr. Parr ; and many other similarly 
distinguished persons. This correspondence is rich in literary, antiquarian, and 
ecclesiastical materials, portions of which I intended to furnish for publication 
with this sketch ; but, encountering an unexpected diificulty in the utter lack of 
Dr. Henley's writings in the libraries in this vicinity, 

? an examination of which 
is necessary for properly editing it, 

? I am obliged to postpone, tor a time at 
least, the accomplishment of this purpose, and limit myself to those portions of 

his correspondence which more immediately respect his connection with William 
and Mary. Remote from the scene of his American residence, and from persons 
familiar with the traditions (if any such remain) of Dr. Henley, I can add but 
little to what is generally known of his life. 

t Vol. iii. p. 759. 

? 1770-1775. President Ewell, of Williams and Mary College, in a letter to 
Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby, an extract from which he has kindly furnished me, 
says, 

" '1 here is little to be learned of him [Dr. Henley] here. From the old 

Faculty Book, I find that he was present at a Faculty meeting on May 2, 1770. 
The recorded proceedings of that day contain a resolution to the effect, that Mr. 

Hanbury, the English agent of the Colony, pay him the expenses of his passage ; 
or, more literally, that Mr. Hanbury charge to the college what was advanced 
for this purpose. The Rev. Mr. Gwatkin seems to have taken his seat in the 

Faculty at the same time. The Rev. Dr. Henley was brother of the great 
great-grandfather of Dr. Leonard Henley, of Williamsburg." 

The following correspondence and memoranda serve to throw some light 
upon Professor Henley's connection with William and Mary College : ? 
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Moral Philosophy at the College of Williamsburg, in Virginia ; and 

Rev. James Madison to Professor Henley. 

Williamsburg, Va., Aug. 6,1783. 
Dear Sir, 

? I have taken the first opportunity, since the restoration of 

peace between our respective countries, to inform you of the misfortune which 
has befallen the two boxes of books you left in the college. I assure you with 
truth that their ill fate gave me much uneasiness ; and that every thing was 
done by me to secure them against the calamities and confusion to which this 

part of the country was particularly exposed during the war. The boxes in 
which they were packed were too large to be conveyed into the public library, 
as I found upon experiment. I then ordered them to be carried over to the 
President's house, in which I lived. But that house, with every thing it con 

tained, was consumed by fire. My books, furniture, &c, shared an equal fate 
with your property. 

There was, indeed, a few volumes of yours saved from the flames, 
? Tacitus 

complete, some of the volumes of Locke, and one or two other books. 
Mr. Bracken, who promises to take charge of this, will, should you meet him, 

inform you more particularly ; and I hope you will be persuaded (at least by 
him) that nothing was wanting on my part to secure your property here, or 
that the above accident is by no means imputable to any neglect of mine. 

Fortunately, Mr. Jefferson had taken, previous to the fire, about ??30 stg. 
worth of your books. By a law in this country, they were subject to confisca 
tion. It appeared more prudent to part with a few than to expose the whole 
to certain loss. He will, 1 am persuaded, after having the books valued, trans 

mit a bill according to their amount. It would be proper, perhaps, to address 
him upon the subject, informing him of your place of residence. 

Your former friends in this place 
? 

except Mr. Everard, who is no more ? 

are well. Mr. Wythe is professor of law ; Dr. M'Clurg, of physic, &c. Our 

college, now dignified with the name of The University, begins to flourish, 
though it has been much injured by the war. 

May I flatter myself that you will favor me with your correspondence. 
Nothing would be more agreeable to me, both on account of the esteem I have 
for you and the advantages I should derive from literary intelligence ; for, after 
so long and total suspension of all intercourse with a country so highly respected 
for literary fame, your communications would be particularly interesting. We 
still look to England as the source from whence we may derive the greatest 
benefit ; and, amongst the rest, that of knowledge cannot be estimated as the 
least. 

If new light has been thrown upon the subject of natural philosophy, which 
I doubt not, and in which I am still engaged, 

? if upon morals, rhetoric, &c, in 
which I expect to be engaged, having exchanged the mathematical depart 
ment for that professorship,?you will oblige me much by such information. 

As Republicans, we are striving to render our country virtuous and happy. 
This, undoubtedly, is the first object of every good citizen. But we are sensible 
how much the sciences may contribute to that important end. Your love of 
mankind will, I am sure, dispose you to assist those laudable efforts ; and I 
flatter myself I still possess so much of your regard as to induce you to believe 
that such assistance will be received with gratitude, by myself at least. 

1 did intend to have written to my friends, Messrs? Gwatkin and Miller ; but 
doubt whether Mr. B.'s unexpected departure may not prevent me. I am 

happy to learn that yourself and Mr. G. have met with your deserved promo 
tion. I beg to present to them my best respects and sincerest wishes for their 

happiness; and to assure you that I am, with the greatest esteem, dear sir, 
Your friend and servant, 

Rev. Mr. Henley. J. Madison. 

If there be any thing in which you think I can serve you, I hope you will 
command me. 

Address : For the Rev. Mr. S. Henley, favored by the Rev. Mr. Bracken. 
Enclosed to : Rev. Mr. Samuel Henley, Harrow on the Hill, Middlesex. 

Free, 
? D. P. Coke. 
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was afterwards one of the assistants of Harrow School ; curate of 

Thomas Jefferson to Rev. Samuel Henley. 

Paris, Mar. 3,1785. 
Dear Sir, 

? An expectation of having the pleasure of seeing you myself in 

England has for a considerable time since my arrival in Europe prevented my 
writing to you. This expectation having rather lessened, I take the opportunity 
of sending you this by a gentleman who promises to inquire your residence, and 
to have it safely delivered. 

After your departure from Virginia, Mr. Madison, being authorized by you 
either to dispose of your books generally, or to let me in particular have such 
as I wished to possess, submitted them to my examination. I selected those 

mentioned in the catalogue annexed, and he set the price on them. A British 
man-of-war being then in Hampton Road, I wrote you information of this trans 

action, and sent the letterl on board this vessel by a flag which happened to be 

going. Having never received any answer from you, I have doubted whether 

my letter got to your hands. I have not with me any voucher of his valuation ; 
because, when I left my own house to attend Congress, I had no expectation of 

visiting Europe. Upon receiving their orders, I came directly from Annapolis 
without returning home ; and my being able to furnish you with the list enclosed 
arises from the circumstance of my having with me the catalogue of my library. 
I am unable to say with certainty at what sum he valued them ; but, in under 

taking to answer your draft for twenty-seven guineas, I am sure, from memory 
alone, that I am near the mark. If this should not be exact, the difference will 
be small, and may be settled on my return to America. I would have wished, at 
the same time, to advertise you that, if the valuation should not be satisfactory, 
and you would prefer the books to the money, they should be delivered to your 
order. But the uncertainty of my return to America, the impossibility of hav 

ing them searched out of my library by any other person, and the injury which 
some of them sustained in their transportation from Williamsburg to my house, 
give me to suppose you would not prefer this alternative. However, as you 
know best how far these circumstances might weigh with you, you will be 

pleased to decide either for the money or [the] books. If you should prefer the 
latter, I would wish to know it soon, that I may supply myself with the same 

while here. In either case, it gives me pleasure that this circumstance was the 
means of saving you so much from that general destruction which involved the 
residue of your books when Mr. Madison's house was burnt.2 From Miss 

Digges I purchased Pellouti?re's 
" 

History of the Celts," 2 vols. 12mo, belonging 
to Mr. Gwatkin. I shall be obliged to you to add their worth to your draft ou 

me; and to permit me to make you the channel of its communication to Mr. 

Gwatkin, together with assurances of my esteem for him, and to accept of the 
same very cordially yourself. The events which separated us, depending on 

public and national opinions and conduct only, were not of a nature to insinuate 
themselves between individual connections, or to dissolve the bonds of private 
friendship. I shall be happy to hear that your course of life has been success 
ful, and that you enjoy health and felicities. I have the honor to be, with great 
regard, dear sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
Th : Jefferson. 

1 There was an earlier letter of Jefferson to Henley, with a postscript by J. Madison, 
dated June 9, 1778, which, though once among the Henley papers, is not now to be found. 
It is doubtless that referred to by Mr. Jefferson. 

2 Mr. Jefferson's library was purchased by Congress. Were these books rescued from 
one fire to be finally consumed with the congressional library? 

30 
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Northall, in Middlesex; and was elected F.S.A., in 1778. He 

Milton's Paradise Lost. Edition in ten books, 
small 4to. 

Pierce Plowman. 8vo. 
Observations on Modern Gardening. 8vo. 

(Patent binding.) 
Gibson's Saxon Chronicle. 4to. 
Junius. 2 vols., 12mo. (Patent binding.) 
Connection between Price of Provisions and 

Size of Farms. (Pamphlet ) 
History of Duelling. 12ino. (Unbound.) 
JEdes Walpolianae. 4to. 
Hoole's Tasso. 12mo. 
Dante. 3 vols., 12mo. 
The Hermit of Warkworth. (Pamphlet.) 

uvres de Th??tre de Diderot. 12mo. 
Il Petrarca. 16mo. (Red morocco.) 

Philip's Poems. 12mo. 
Garth's Dispensary. 12mo. 
Hurd's Cowley. 2 vols , 12mo. 
Bourne's Poemata. 12mo. 
Clarke's Vegetius. 8vo. 
Calson's Specimens of Printing Types. (Pam 

phlet. ) 
Port Royal Greek Grammar. 8vo. 
Port Royal Latin Grammar. 2 vols., 8vo. 
Diet, du vieux Langue de la Comte. 12 vols., 

8vo. 
Dictionnaire des Monogrammes. 8vo. 
Webb on Poetry and Music. 1 
Moor's Essay on Tragedy. ! In 1 vol., 
An Essay on Design in Gardening. J 12mo. 
Jennings on Medals. J 

Harris's Hermes. 8vo. 
-Three Treatises. 8vo. 

War ton's Observations on Spenser. 2 
vols., 8vo. 

Essay on Shakspeare. 8vo. 
Jones's Poeseos Asiatic? Comment. 8vo. 

(Unbound.) 
London Catalogue of Books. (Pam 

phlet.) 
SuidaB Lexicon. 3 vols., folio. (Injured.) 
Sallust, Foulis's. 12mo. 

Wotton's View of Hickes's Thesaurus. 
4to. 

History of Barbadoes. 12mo. 
Taylor's Elements of Civil Law. 4to. 
Dictionnaire de Chymie. 2 vols., 12mo. 
Tournefort's Institiitiones. 2 vols., 4to. 
Dacosta's Mineralogy. 
Linna? Flora Lapponica. 8vo. 

Critica Bot?nica. 8vo. 
Philosophia Bot?nica. 8vo. 
Fauna Sueciea. 8vo. 
Genera Plantarum. 8vo. 
Species Plantarum. 2 vols., 8vo. 
Emantisea Altera. 8vo. 
Systema Naturae. 2 vols., 8vo. 

Clayton's Flora Virginica. 4to. 
Clarke on Saxon Coins. 4to. 

Folios, 3. 4tos, 9. 8vos, 28. 12mos, 18. 
16mo, 1. Pamphlets, 4. 

Bishopl James Madison to Rev. Samuel Henley. 

London, Sept. 31 [sic], 1790. 

My dear Sir,?You will be surprised to find that I am still in London : it is, 
in truth, somewhat surprising to myself; for I expected nothing less. We have 

been waiting for a summons from the captain every day ; but adverse winds, 
or something else, has prevented our departure. Could I have foreseen this 

delay, I would certainly have paid you a visit : now it is too late ; for I shall, 
without doubt, go to Gravesend to-morrow or the next day. I consider myself 
as doubly unfortunate : first, in not meeting with you in London, and then in 
not knowing how long I should be detained here. Believe me, few circum 
stances would have added so much to my happiness, whilst in England, as the 

enjoyment of your society ; and that I should have considered the distance as 
but of little moment, had I conceived my departure would have been thus pro 
tracted. May you long enjoy the paradise you possess ; and, though I could 
not partake of it, yet 1 shall always receive no small additional share of happi 
ness in hearing that yours continues unimpaired. 

I have never heard of a single letter from you to any person in Virginia. I 
wrote you soon after the war was over, but received no answer. More probably 
my letter miscarried. I will certainly collect every thing of yours which can be 

found, and transmit them in the spring. Some few books of yours are in the 

library. I recollect Tacitus and Locke, though I suspect the sets are not entire. 
I will put the persons mentioned in your last in mind of the sums due. Poor 

Jones is gone to settle his account in another place, so that nothing is to bo 

expected from him ; but the rest will certainly pay what is due. 
I should have been very glad to have seen what works you have published. 

I doubt not of their being ingenious and learned, and shall be greatly obliged to 

you for them. I have received every attention and much civility since I arrived, 
but have felt the want of a literary friend to point out the publications of merit. 

My acquaintance has been exclusive with the literati of the physical class ; but 

the divines seem to think more of good livings than of good books. Our friend 
Miller lives very near me, and has been very kind. Adieu. 

Yours most sincerely, 
The Rev. Mr. Henley, Rendlesham, near Ipswich. J. Madison. 

1 Rev. James Madison was chosen bishop of Protestant Episcopal Church, and was con 
eecrated in England, Sept. 19,1790. 
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married, in 1780, a daughter of Thomas Figgins, Esq.,* Chippen 

ham, Wilts ; in 1782, was presented to the Rectory of Rendlesham, 

[Draft of a Document in the Handwriting of the Rev. Samuel Henley.]1 

A Specification of the Losses sustained by Samuel Henley, Clerk, Professor of 
Philosophy in William and Mary College, Virginia. 

A collection of books, consisting of scarce and valuable editions (many on 

large paper, and in the best bindings) of the Greek and Roman classics, and 
the principal writers in the Italian, French, and English languages. Together 
with a large collection of engravings, etchings, and mezzotints, by the greatest 
masters ; many of which were proofs, and the rest choice impressions. [Exclu 
sive of private papers, a valuable picture, and a most beautiful original drawing 
of Sir Philip Sidney.]2 ? s. d. 

Cost upwards of. 350 0 0 
and could not be replaced for a much greater sum. 

A very good whisky and harness, together with furniture and 
saddle-horses. . 15 0 0 

Furniture of apartments, consisting of mahogany tables, 
chairs, oureaus, bookcases, desk, library table, bed, &c. ... 80 0 0 

4403 0 0 
To which the annual loss of the following articles : Salary for 

reading public lectures as Professor of Moral Philosophy, per an. 125 0 0 
From twelve pupils, according to the Statutes of the College, 

?1 Is. Od. [Exclusive of the voluntary acknowledgments of 

parents.] . . .. 12 12 0 
Entrance of pupils to the Professor, not less than six annually, 

at ?1 Is. Od. each. 6 60 
Allowed for officiating in the college chapel, .?10 currency . 

[10 0 0] 
Rent of apartments as rated by the College, ?10 currency . 10 0 0 

Full commons, with other privileges, such as a right to enter 
tain friends, keeping of horses, stabling, &c. [40 0 

*A servant allowed by College, value. [10 0 
2] 

[The amount of which for six years in addition to arrears due 
from the College makes the sum of.1,442 16 

[Exclusive of a year's salary due from the College and pupils 213 18 

[213 18 0] 

3 

1,656 14 6 

[Adding books, prints, furniture, &c.510 0 O] 

2,166 14 6] 
[Difference between currency and sterling in the items marked 

with an asterisk. 57 26] 

Left Virginia May 24, 1775. 2,109 12 0] 

* Dr. Henley had one son, known to be living in 1798 ; but he died before 
his father. He was born probably in 1777 ; and, unless Nichols is in error 

regarding the date in the text, he must refer to a second marriage ; for Jacob 

Bryant, author of the 
" 

Analysis of Ancient Mythology," &c, in a letter 
to Dr. Henley, then at Harrow, under date of Nov. 24, 1777, says, 

" 
If it is 

your real' desire that I should be sponsor to your little boy, you may nominate 
me accordingly : only I would wish that the chtld may not hereafter think ill 
of me for being through me denominated from so antiquated a patriarch. I 

hope Mrs. Henley is," &c. 

1 Mr. Wilmot and Mr. Coke beg the favor of Mr. Henley's attendance at Whitehall on 
Saturday next. American Refugee Office, June 5, 1783. 

2 Pen drawn through words and figures in [ 1 which follow, 
a [Sic.] 
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in Suffolk ; and, in 1805, he was appointed by the East India Company 
president of their then newly established college at Hertford. This 

situation he resigned in 1815, and died on the 29th of December of 
the same year." 

To a copy of the foregoing notice of Dr. Henley, from Nichols's 
" 

Illustrations," Dawson Turner has added the following: "Dr Hen 

ley 
was much acquainted with my uncle, Rev. Rd. Turner, and with 

my friend, Rev. J. G. Spurgeon ; the latter long 
a resident of Med 

ford, the former, Rector of Swoflin, 
? both parishes near Rendles 

ham, his own 
living." 

" 
By my uncle I was introduced to Dr. Henley 

in or about 1804 ; and, during that and the following year, a few letters 

passed between us. He was then residing in Howland Street, London, 
where Mr. Turner and I once breakfasted with him, and a most agree 
able morning 

was spent ; for it was impossible for any man to be more 

amusing and instructive in conversation, or of greater amenity of 

manner, than Dr. Henley. I was then studying Hebrew, on which 

point he gave me several useful hints ; and, seeing I was fond of books, 
he said to me, 

' 
Let me offer you, as a young man, a piece of advice : 

Never buy a bad book ; never buy 
a bad edition of a 

good book ; and 

never 
buy 

a bad copy of a 
good edition.' His own library, as far as I 

recollect, was small, but corresponded to his recommendation. Our 

acquaintance 
was not long 

: for he shortly afterwards asked me to dis 

count some bills, which I was forced to decline, having been told he 

was a needy man, and knowing I had no money of my own to advance, 
and feeling I had no 

right to apply what was in my hands as a broker 

to any personal object ; and the natural consequences ensued. In per 

son, Dr. Henley was short and rather stout ; his physiognomy, like 

his deportment, was peculiarly agreeable.* All about him impressed 

you with the idea of a 
negligent 

man ; and such I believe he was. In 

the literary world, few of his day excited more expectation, or more 

disappointed. His being placed at Hertford, I am told, was 
singularly 

unfortunate ; so incompetent was he to the management of the disci 

pline of a 
college." f 

* I have a mezzotint said to be a portrait of Dr. Henley, which is quite in 
accordance with Mr. Turner's description. 

t Manuscript note of Dawson Turner, prefixed to the volume of Dr. Henley's 
correspondence, dated Feb. 22, 1841. Mr. Turner has given, in the same note, 
an account of the manner in which he became possessed of that correspondence : 
" What became of the papers left by Dr. Henley, or, indeed, what he did leave, 
I never could learn. The following letters were in the hands of his attorney, 

Mr. Wenn, of Ipswich, on whose death I bought them of his widow. She had 
another bundle of about the same size, but of far more value, consisting wholly 
of letters from Mr. Beckford [author of 'Vathek']. These she sold to that 

gentleman for ?25, before she communicated with me. Neither could I ever 

learn the history of Dr. Henley's connection with him. Mr. Nichols is silent 

respecting it in his Memoir, nor do I find any allusion to it in the correspond 
ence ; and yet it must have been very close indeed." Dawson Turner, M.A., 
F.R.S., F.S.A., F.L.S., &c, the writer of the foregoing memorandum, was 
a banker, antiquary, and botanist. He published 

" 
Account of a Tour in Nor 

mandy," 1820; 
" 

Natural History of Fuci," 1808-18; and died 20th June, 1858. 

His manuscript library was probably the most valuable ever in private hands ; 
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Dr. Henley's writings and publications in various periodicals, or as 

tracts, must have been far more numerous than Nichols seems to have 

supposed, if he intended to give a full list of them in the Memoir 

already referred to. In the correspondence with Dr. Henley, there is 

frequent allusion to his writings 
on a great variety of subjects ; but, as 

there is no mention of particular titles, I have not the means of adding 
to Nichols's enumeration, which is as follows : ? 

" Dr. Henley published three sermons preached in America : First, 
at Williamsburg, May 1, 1771, for the 

' 
Benefit of a Fund to support 

the Poor Widows and Orphans of Clergymen in Virginia,' 8vo. Sec 

ond, 
' 
The Distinct Claims of Government and Religion considered : 

before the Honorable House of Burgesses, at Williamsburg, Mar. 1, 

1772,' 8vo. [*'A Candid Refutation of the Heresy imputed by R. 

C. Nicholas to the Rev. Dr. Henley ; 
' 
Williamsburg 

: printed for B. 

White, London, 1774, 8vo.] Third, in 1776,f on the 
' 
Foundation of 

the College,' 8vo." t 

comprising, besides other things, upwards of forty thousand autograph letters. 
The descriptive catalogue fills three hundred and eight octavo pages ; and the 
sale, which began June 6, 1859, occupied five days. The proceeds amounted 
to ?8,740. 

* Title communicated by Hon. Hugh Blair Grigsby. 
t As Dr. Henley left Virginia May 24, 1775, there would seem to be some 

mistake in this date, 
? 

possibly by it the date of publication is intended. I 
have been unable to find these sermons, and cannot verify Nichols's account 
of them. 

J The following letters from Edmund Law, Bishop of Carlisle, and Thomas 

Percy, Bishop of Dromore, all of which were addressed to Dr. Henley, and 
some of them when he was in Virginia, seem to me worthy of publication : ? 

Bishop of Carlisle to Rev. Mr. Henley. 

Dear Sir,?I am truly ashamed of having so long neglected to acknowl 

edge your kind favor, which gave so agreeable an account of your country, 
clime, and ecclesiastical state, with every other circumstance attending your new 
situation. It is now almost too late to make any kind of apology ; but being 
tossed about ever since, and not knowing how to convey a letter to you, I was 

tempted to lay yours by, till your last present of a very ingenious discourse 
reminded me of looking for your former favor, and sending some random reply. 
You are happy in having got clear of some subscriptions which we are still 

laboring under, as you may see from our newspapers, which have long been 
full of the controversy ; and where it will end is yet uncertain, though, from 
the general disposition of our clergy, the case seems desperate at present. It 
has been twice moved in this place, but stopped in the Caput, and is like to meet 
the same fate in the House of Commons, if it be not postponed by agreement. 
Should it get forward, I may probably prepare and transmit a few thoughts upon 
the subject ; and, at the same time, shall hope for some hint of the grounds you 
go upon in your late opposition to the scheme of sending some bishops into 
your colonies, under certain qualifications, for confirmations and ordination of 
ministers in a more commodious manner than by obliging them to come over 
hither forthat end, 

? an inconvenience peculiar to them, and which the late Dr. 
Chandler used to say he wondered we had not removed long ago, and to which 
he should never make any opposition. It is hoped the true liberal spirit ot 

Christianity will so far prevail on both sides of the water as to produce a tem 

per fitted for the promotion of all schemes truly beneficial to the common cause ; 
which subject I am shortly to touch upon before the Society for Propagating 
of the Gospel, and shall be further obliged to you for any observations that 
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" 
He published also a l 

Dissertation on the Controverted Passages 
in St. Peter and St. Jude, concerning the Angels who sinned, and who 

kept not their First Estate, 1778,' 8vo. In 1779, he was the editor of 

'Travels in the Two Sicilies,' by Hy. Swinburne, Esq. ; and, in 1786, of 

may occur relative to the means more immediately requisite to that end, and to 
the principal causes that may seem to obstruct it, somewhat more particularly 
than was hinted in your last. Last summer a piece was published with the 
title of "An Examination of the Ecclesiastical Constitution of Scotland," which 
is like to make as much noise there as the Confess, has done with us, and is 

wrote with equal spirit. Our old friend, Mr. Hughes, sends his respects. That 
satisfaction and success may attend all your labors is the hearty wish of 

Your affectionate brother, 
Cambridge, Dec. 25, 1771. E. Carlisle. 

Address : To the Rev. Mr. Henley, at Wm. and Mary College, Virginia. 
Indorsed : Answered Aug. 20, 1774. 

Bishop of Carlisle to Rev. Mr. Henley. 

Dear Sir, 
? I am favored with yours of August 20, together with three 

pamphlets, for which I heartily thank you ; and to my shame must own that I 
believe your second letter, with Mr. Gwatkin's piece, came to hand, which 

ought to have been acknowledged immediately, but by some accident were soon 
either lost or mislaid, and cannot yet be recovered. Mr. Jebb promises to 
transmit this, with my sermon on the 

" 
Propagation of the Gospel," and the last 

edition of Considerations, which produced a warm answer from Oxford and a 

spirited defence, last spring, where the cause seems to rest, without any prospect 
of alteration in the mode of subscription in our day. These same Considera 

tions, you may easily imagine, have extinguished all interest of mine at Lam 
beth ; but, if there should be the least opportunity of furthering your application 
for the degree there, I shall not fail of laying hold of it, being truly concerned 
at your hard treatment, and very sorry that the illiberal, persecuting spirit has 
reached so far as your country, and been attended with such mischievous effects. 

Having now done, as I hope, with controversy, I was not a little startled at 

finding my own case produced among those of some others who suffered under 
A. B. Seeker, whose opposition, though I had evidence of its having been 
much more extensive than is set forth in the free examination, yet, as he him 
self thought proper to deny it, I was willing to let the matter drop, and, by not 

disturbing the ashes of the dead, secure peace with the living during the short 

remaining time of my continuance among them. Mr. Peckard also tells me that 
he has been prevailed upon to the suppression of his Narrative. We expect 
nothing material to be done in American affairs till after Christmas, when I 

sincerely wish some healing measures may be hit upon, though things look but 

badly at present. Dr. Hird [sic? is made a Bishop by Lord Mansfield's interest, 
and therefore less likely to have any connection with the Feathers. Bishop 

Wrarburton's memory has failed for some time. Jebb has been long laboring to 

improve our University, but meets with a repulse in every motion. Our friend 

Hughes [is] tolerably well in health, but despairing of all speedy reformation. 
That you may shortly see an end of all your troubles and retrieve your late 

heavy disappointment is the hearty prayer of, dear sir, 
Your affectionate brother, and very faithful servant, 

E. Carlisle. 
Cambridge, Dec. 13, '74. 

On second thoughts, I apprehend that your letter never reached me, but only 
the pamphlet on American Bishops, which I communicated to the Bishop of 

London, but heard no more of that subject. 

Address : To the Rev. Mr. Henley, William and Mary College, Virginia. 
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the ' 
History of the Caliph Vathek, from an Unpublished MS., with 

Notes, Critical and Explanatory.' The notes here mentioned were by 

Bishop of Carlisle to Rev. Mr. Henley. 

Dear Sir, 
? I received your favor by this day's post, and am obliged to 

you for your ingenious discourse ; but, as the publishers of the new edition of 
Locke's works are already begun with them, I think it will not be worth while 

to retard their edition by any collation of the more minute errata noted in my 
copy, though they are pretty numerous on the whole ; and have only time 
at present to look out one in the Essay, which disturbs the sense extremely, 
which I think I once showed you, and which is transcribed in the next leaf. I 

heartily wish you success in all your labors for the public service, and am, with 
true regard, dear sir, 

Your affectionate brother, 
Pet. H., Dec. 24, '75. E. Carlisle. 

Locke's Essay, B. 3, C 3, ? 18, C. 11. 
After fixedness, &c, add, "which are to be found in it, which constitution we 

know not, and, so having no particular idea of, have no name that is the sign 
of it. But yet it is its color, weight, fusibility, fixedness, &c." See the second 
edition. 

P. S. On second thoughts, since Locke's works are published so inaccurately, 
if the booksellers choose to have my copy by them, in their new edition, 
though I have not time to revise it, it shall be at their service on more particu 
lar directions from you, and intimation when the said edition may probably 

be completed, and how far it is gone on already. The half sheet called An 

Analysis of Mr. L.'s Doctrine of Ideas may likewise be prefixed to his Essay, if 

they choose it. 

Addressed : To the Rev. Mr. Henley, at Mr. Cadell's, Bookseller, in the 
Strand, London. 

Free,T?. Carlisle. 

Bishop Percy to Rev. Mr. Henley. 

Northumberland House, London, Feb. 1, 1775. 
Reverend and dear Sir,?I cannot delay a moment expressing my ac 

knowledgments for the very obliging favor of your letter, accompanied with 
such valuable presents as your three Dissertations, and Curious Specimens 
of Indian Eloquence. 

I am exceedingly flattered that my slight publication, entitled The Key to 
the New Testament, has obtained the approbation of so excellent a judge as 

you approve yourself to be by your three ingenious and learned Essays ; 
and shall most gladly avail myself of your very kind permission to enrich a 
future edition of my book with such valuable additions. As our second edition 
was but lately printed, and is not of very quick sale, I do not expect that we 
shall have a third edition called for before 1778 or 1779. Then the present 
proprietor's copyright will expire, and the property to revert to myself. At 
that time I intend to give the book a r?visai, and to republish it with improve 

ments, of which none will be so great as what it will derive from your curious 
Essays. In the mean time, dear sir, I hope you will continue to favor me 
with your correspondence, so agreeably begun; and (though I hope it will not 
be confined to my small manual) I shall be truly thankful [for] any other 
remarks, observations, or corrections which may tend to make it as perfect as 

possible. 
Your specimen of Indian oratory is a masterpiece in its kind, and has been 

exceedingly admired by all who have seen it. It is the eloquence of sentiment, 
and penetrates through the* soul, ?infinitely more forcible than the eloquence of 
language. Should any other pieces of Indian composition, whether of rhet 
oric or song, fall in your way, you would confer a very great obligation upon 

me, by favoring me with translations of them. 
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Dr. Henley, who had also translated the work (a truly singular one), 
from the French, in which it was 

originally written by William Beck 

ford, Esq., of Fonthill." * 

I have the pleasure to find that many of my friends are yours. I had one of 
them spend the evening with me last night, 

? Mr. Lettice, formerly resident at 

Sidney College, and still fellow. After having spent some years with our 

envoy at Copenhagen, he is at present most agreeably fixed in the family of 
Mrs. Beckford, as tutor to her son, ?a very promising youth, heir to the famous 

Alderman, the friend of Lord Chatham. I think his present salary is ?300 per 
annum, besides large future prospects. She desires her particular respects may 
be presented to you. Mr. Martyn, Botany Professor at Cambridge, is lately 

married to the master of Sidney's sister, and is well and happy. 
With regard to our politics, I am of opinion that you will find the measures 

of government firm and vigorous. The new Parliament seems disposed to as 
sert their right of governing the Colonies with great spirit. 

I shall always be happy to hear from you; and shall be glad to be favored, 
at your leisure, with the state of your College : its plan of studies, endowments, 
number of professors, students, &c. And, if at any time I can perform any 
commands for you in England, I beg you will al)ply to me without scruple ; 
being very sincerelj7, dear sir, 

Your much obliged and faithful servant, 
Thomas Percy. 

Address : To the Rev. Mr. Henley, Professor of Moral Philosophy in Wil 
liam and Mary College, in Virginia. 

Post marks : 1-7. Pd. Is. Post paid. N. York, April 1. 

Indorsed : Rec'd April 20, 1775. 

* As will be seen in a previous note, Beckford purchased, at a large price, 
the letters he had written to Dr. Henley. Dawson Turner states that he had 
been unable to learn the history of their connection, and yet that it must 
have been very intimate. Does he mean to hint that Dr. Henley had any hand 
in writing 

" 
Vathek," and that Beckford was desirous of suppressing all evidence 

of that fact ? When Beckford made his purchase, the following letter appears 
to have been overlooked : ? 

William Beckford to Rev. Mr. Henley. 

If you are in the land of the living, which I should almost doubt by my not 

having heard from you since the fourth June, learn that a violent fever drove 
me out from the Castle of Atlant. This formidable personage withered my 
strength by a look, and soon arrested the nimbleness with which I shot up and 
down the galleries and innumerable flights of stairs in the enchanted edifice. 
She shook me four days running by the hair. Out flew Miss K., and all other 

misses, whims, and caprices ; so that at present I am as perfectly a sober person 
age as, to do you justice, you professed I should be. But I feel quite weak, 
and gasping like a fish just drawn from its cool element and thrown on a sunny 
bank, my wild pursuit being totally at an end. Thank God ! I long after noth 

ing but you, my real friends, my books, and the brown bread of England. I 

hope to break it in peace this very Christmas that is approaching. The mo 

ment I gain sufficient strength, I set my face homewards. Be friendly, and 
contrive to spend your December with me. Have the goodness to get all my 
books bound, including those Elmsley purchased. You know there are a few, 

? 

Coriat, Smith, if I recollect, and some with arms, that only want smarting up ; 

Melun, in Russia ; and the Chinese Idols, in rich, maron silk, gilt and emblazoned 
as fine as you please. My hand shakes like that of the gluttonatious Idol, Ni, 
Ni Fo ; though he was the god of Ease, and lived daintily, whilst I am starved 
with great circumspection. 

Mr. Elmsley told Mr. Wildman some time ago, that, being totally ignorant of 



1877.] OLYMPIA MORATA. 241 

"In 1788, he published observations on the Subject of the Fourth 

Eclogue ; the Allegory in the Third G?orgie, and the Primary Design 
of the ^Eneid of Virgil, with Incidental Remarks on Some Coins of the 

Jews,' 8vo ; and, in 1792, 
' An Essay towards a New Edition of Tibul 

lus, with a Translation and Notes,' 8vo. In the 
' 
Archagologise,' xiv. 

205, is printed Dr. Henley's 
4 
Explanations of the Inscriptions on a 

Brick from the Site of Autient Babylon,' and some of his papers are 

inserted in the 
i 
Monthly Magazine,' 

? 
particularly 

one on the 
' 
Zodiac 

in the Temple of Dendra.' 
" 

Olympia Morata. 

The President said that Judge Chamberlain had gone 
back a hundred years, and given an interesting account of one 
whose name was probably known to but few of us, until we 
had listened to the paper which had just been read. That 

paper, with all its original letters, would be a valuable con 
tribution to our next volume of Proceedings. Meantime, he 

would venture, himself, to go back more than three hundred 

years, and to call attention to a name which might be even 
less familiar to most of those present. 

It would be remembered, perhaps, that he had more than 
once made reference to an old manuscript volume, which 

seemed to have been a kind of Commonplace-Book of Adam 

Winthrop, the father of the Governor. From that little far 
rago libelli, as it might well be called, he had, at one time, 
derived a contemporaneous account of the execution of Mary 
Queen of Scots ; and, at another time, a detailed description 
of the last sad scene in the life of Sir Walter Raleigh, with 
the words which he uttered on the scaffold. 

what my library consisted, he was collecting in the dark. By this, things are at 
a stand ; but pray let my L. P. Classics be completed. 

Where are our Don Quixotes ? God knows how I spell or write : my head 
swims. My love to the boys. Should be glad to see them at Christmas. Shall 
now go to church most regularly, and be very sober. Will you be so kind as to 
look out for me good copies and the best impressions of Overbeck's An. Rome, 
the Justiniani Gall., Musaeum Cassitolim : and Bentley's designs for Gray. 

There is no trace of Cardinal Ximenes' Bible, that I can discover, in Italy. 
Lord A. behaved shabbily about that book, but like one who well knew its value. 
I believe [it] one of the scarcest Bibles. My Hawkesworth is very indifferent. 
I wish you would [look] out for a fine copy with first impressions. For all ex 

penses, apply to Mr. Wildman, whom I have written to on the subject. I hope 
you will be graciously pleased to answer this scrawl immediately ; that you 
will give my best compliments to Mrs. H., and that you will believe me, dear 
friend, 

Most sincerely and affectionately yours, 
Portici, Aug. 12,1782. William Beckpobd. 

The conclusive letter is within a half page of being finished. 

Address : N. B. Rev. Mr. Henley, Harrow on the Hill, Middlesex. 
31 
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There were a few other passages in the same miscellaneous 

scrap-book not unworthy of notice ; and one of them he pro 
posed to deal briefly with this morning. It would at least 
afford him the opportunity of relating one of those little inci 
dents or accidents of travel by which his visit to Europe, two 
or three years ago, was diversified. 

In looking at this ancient manuscript book, he had more 
than once observed, on some of the most closely and crab 

bedly written pages, a name with which he had no associa 
tions whatever ; and he had turned over the leaves again and 

again, without feeling any impulse to decipher or copy them. 
The name alone had lingered in his memory^ and that some 
what faintly and fliekeringly. But, in driving through the 
streets of Heidelberg, in the autumn of 1874 (the President 

continued), after having just come down from a visit to the 
ruins of the magnificent Heidelberg Castle, I passed the Church 
of St. Peter, 

? an old Lutheran church, on the walls of which, 
it was said, Luther himself had affixed one of his theses ; and, on 

asking the friend who accompanied me whether there was any 
thing within the church of special interest, I was told that 
there was 

nothing except 
a monument to a remarkable woman 

named Olympia Morata. The church was closed, and it 
was too late for me to obtain an entrance. But, feeling 

sure 

that Olympia Morata was the name I had once or twice spelt 
out in Adam Winthrop's Commonplace-Book, I requested 

my friend to send me a copy of the inscription on the monu 

ment, with a reference to any account of her life which 

might be extant. It appeared that a careful biography of 
her had been written in French, not many years ago, by M. 
Jules Bonnet, of which I have now here the fourth edition, 
and which has been thought worthy of being 

u 
crowned," as 

the phrase is, by the French Academy. A most interesting 
little volume it is, which might well be translated, and find 
a place among our literary and religious biographies.* 

A more remarkable woman, certainly, has seldom lived, 
in any age or land, than Olympia Morata. Born in Fer 
rara, in 1526, about the time of the great Revival of Let 
ters, she seems to have exhibited in her earliest years a most 

precocious and marvellous talent for the languages of ancient 

* There is an English Life of her by Mrs. G. Smyth, of which the fourth 
edition bears date 1840, dedicated to Queen Adelaide. Dr. McCrie had previ 
ously alluded to her in his 

" 
Reformation in Italy." T. Adolphus Trollope 

devotes many pages to her in his " 
Decade of Italian Women," and J. C. Col 

quhoun gives an account of her in his 
" 

Life in Italy and France in the Olden 
Time." 
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Rome and Greece ; and, under the tuition of her father and 
other professors, she soon mastered the works of Virgil and 
Cicero and Homer. Before she had completed her sixteenth 

year, she had composed a defence of Cicero against some of his 
-critics and calumniators. About the same time she wrote ob 

servations on Homer, and translated parts of the Iliad, 
" with 

great strength and sweetness." Meantime, she composed 
many and various poems herself, with great elegance, and 

dialogues in Greek and Latin, in imitation of Plato and Cic 
ero. " I have heard her at court 

" 
(writes Curio) "declaiming 

in Latin, speaking Greek, and answering questions, as well 
as any of the females among the ancients could have done. 

Do not feel a doubt respecting the Sapphic Ode, in which she 
celebrates the praises of the Most High." This ode or 

hymn was even compared with those of Pindar. 

She, of course, became celebrated far beyond the immedi 
ate circle in which she moved, and was chosen as the special 
companion and friend of the eldest daughter of the Duke 
of Ferrara. 

But the Revival of Letters, as we know, was the imme 
diate precursor of the great Reformation in Religion. It was 
the age of Luther ; and his doctrines and writings speedily 
found their way to the parts of Italy in which Olympia re 

sided, agitating the whole mass of Italian as well as German 

society. Her young heart soon caught the spirit of the re 

formers, and she became absorbed in the new 
religious move 

ment. She was discharged from the Duke's household, and 

compelled to fly from Ferrara. Meantime, she had found a 

protector in Professor Andr? Grunthler, a distinguished 
physician, whom she married, in 1550 ; and together they 
went first to Augsburg, and afterwards to Schweinfurt. 
Then came the civil wars, with the terrible siege of 
Schweinfurt, which lasted fourteen months. Escaping from 
there at great peril, they at length reached Heidelberg, 

where her husband was made a Lecturer in the University. 
But, two years afterwards, the plague broke out there, with 

great fury ; and on the 26th of October, 1555, she fell a vic 
tim to it, and died at twenty-nine years of age. 

The inscription on her tomb affords contemporaneous tes 

timony to the exalted estimation in which she was held at 

Heidelberg ; while, at Schweinfurt, the house in which she 
had lived for three years was ordered by the municipality to be 
restored at the public expense, and inscribed as follows: ? 

"A POOR AND HUMBLE MANSION, BUT NOT WITHOUT GLORY: IT WAS 
INHABITED BY OLYMPIA MORATA." 
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The tidings of her death, it is said, spread deep distress 

through the Reformed Churches in Germany, Switzerland, 
and France ; and the warmest and most unqualified testimo 
nies to her extraordinary genius and accomplishments were 

paid by De Thou, Beza, Sinapius, Melchior Adam, and 
others of the most distinguished writers of the time. There 
is a brief notice of her in the " Crudities 

" 
of the old pedes 

trian traveller, Thomas Coryat, first printed in 1611 ; and 
the " Itinerum Delicise 

" 
of Chytrseus, printed in 1594, con 

tains the inscription on her monument in Heidelberg. These 
volumes are in the library of Mr. Deane, to whom I am in 
debted for the references. 

All of her writings which had been saved from the siege of 
Schweinfurt were carefully collected and printed by Celio 
Secundo Curio, Professor of Roman Eloquence in the Uni 

versity of Basle, to whom she had bequeathed them on her 
death-bed. The first edition was printed at Basle, in 1558 ; 
and a second, in 1562, which was dedicated to Queen Eliza 
beth. 

Of her printed letters, one was in Greek, two in Italian, 
and forty-five in Latin. I know not how early any of them 
were printed in English ; but here, in the old Common 

place-Book of Adam Winthrop, I find two of them carefully 
written out in English, ?whether translated by himself or not 
I have no means of knowing. This old manuscript volume 

must have been familiar to his son, and, perhaps, was pre 

pared for his edification and instruction. It is, then, hardly 
too much to say, that Olympia Morata was one of the char 
acters from which some of our Puritan ancestors drew their 

examples ; and I confess, as I have cursorily reviewed her 
career in this little volume, the figure of this young Italian 

girl, of whom, I regret to say, there is no adequate or authen 
tic likeness, has seemed to rise before me from the dust, I had 
almost said from the oblivion, of centuries, to claim a place and 
a memory among those who, by their genius and fortitude 
and piety, animated and inspired the men and women who 

planted the land which her great compatriots, Columbus, 

Vespucius, and Cabot, had discovered. It is in this rela 
tion only that I have ventured to introduce her name here 

to-day. 

The President then read a portion of the letters contained 
in the old Commonplace Book, which here follow entire : ? 
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The arguments and contentes* of the Epistle of Olimpia Morata, to her 

sister Victoria. 

After their deliverance out of the cittie of Swinforde, wch was 

beeseeged xiiij monethes, & afterwardes taken, spoiled, & sett on fire 

by the Emperors Soldiers, Olimpia & her husbande, who was twise 

taken by them, & yet again delivered, founde great frendship of cer 

taine noble men & women, who intertained them, & relieved their 

necessitie : whereof in this Epistle shee certifieth her sister, beinge then 

in service wth a noble ladie at Ferrara, & relateth unto her bothe the 

violent maner of the siege, & the great distresse that the cittie was in, 
& also the perill & danger that they themselves had incurred, if they 
had not bin warned by a stranger to flie from thence after it was 

taken. Therefore shee exhorteth her sister to give God thanckes for 

their deliverance, & sheweth her howe well content shee is to suffer 

afflictions for Christ & his gospels sake ; exhorting her also to have a 

special care of her owne salvation, & to leade a godly life, thoughe 
shee bee one of the electe that shal be saved, wth many other godly 
instructions. Shee sendeth salutations to divers, & willeth her to 

certifie her at large of her affaires & other thinges. 

Olimpia Morata, the wife of Andrew G?nther, unto her sister Victoria 

Morata, sendethe greetinge. 

De are Sister, 
? Wee are yet (throughe the love of God towards us) 

safelie escaped out of the great shipwracke of our wedded cuntrie : for 
wch you also, sister, are bounde to render thanckes to the almightie & good 
God, who hathe preserved us beinge plucked from the fire & sworde, & 
even out of the jawes of utter distruction. If I shoulde declare to you 
the dangers & miseries of warre wch wee have suffered, I shoulde rather 

compile a greate volume then an epistle: ffor wee were xiiij monethes full, 
whilst the ci tie was beeseeged, in great distresse, & night & daie amonge 
the shotte of gunnes : so as if I shoulde tell you the number of shotte 
that battered the walles in one daie,pchance it woulde seeme incredible. 

But God woulde have the citie holde out so longe that he might reduce 
the people to goodnes, ffor whilest wee were beeseeged fewe of ours were 
slaine ; & the citie was impregnable, though it was not very greate, nor 
sufficientlie defended against so great force & munitions of the enymie. 

But at lengthe, when we thought they had bin gonne (as the Empero' 
himselfe & other princes of the Empire had comanded), & that all thinges 
now had bin quiet, see, upon the suddaine, & not wthout treacherie, they 
rushe into the citie, & when they had rifeled it, they set it on fire. This 
sore wounde did Germanie (otherwise happie) receive in her bowelles 

throughe civil dissention of the princes. In this so grete feare & aston 

ishment, when, as my husbande & I were even thinckinge to get us into 
the Churche as into a sanctuary f a souldior, whom we knewe not, came 

runninge, & advized us forthwth to flie out of the cittie, or otherwise wee 
shoulde be burned wth it. And trulie, if we had bin in the Churche, the 

very smoke had stifeled us, as it did others, who fled thether. Therefore 
we obeied his warninge, whosoever he was ; whch whilest wee doe, we fall 

amongst the soldiours, who spoile us; and my husbande also is twice 
taken of them, wch I tooke most heavilie of all : who, if hee had bin any 
longer detained, & God had deferred his helpe (for God did give him to 
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mee at my petition), I had surelie died throughe the bitternesse of my 
greefe. The losse of all other thinges I easily endured (for I had only my 
smocke lefte to cover my bodie), but the losse of my most deare husbande 
I coulde no waie have borne. But God our father hearde my sobbes, not 
onlie at that present time, but after also, ffor he beinge our guide, wee 
came to divers Counts (as nowe a daies they call them), beinge lordes of 
townes & castelles, of whom we were honorablie received, & had be 
stowed uppon us clothes & other necessaries : amonge whom there is one 

whose wife is the daughter of one of the most noble Dukes of the 

Germans, who are called Palsgraves. This Ladie entertained mee wth 
suche love & godlie affection, beinge brought verie lowe, that when I was 
sicke shee ministred to me wth her owne handes ; & besides that shee 

gave me a faire gowne, worthe above five powndes. An other noble man, 
whom we had not so muche as hearde of before, sent us, whilst wee were 
in or iournie, a good supplie of monye. By their liberalise, wee were sus 
tained in so great straightes until! my husbande was called to Heidel 

berge (where wee nowe bee) by the most illustrious prince Pallatine, one 
of the seven Electors of the Empire, to be the publicke reader of Phisicke 

there, for it is one of the Univrsities of Germanie, & not the meanest of 
them. Althoughe in this calamitous & turbulent time, there is more pre 
paringe for armes then for artes. The Bisshops have a greate armye, & 
the others have the like, so as they spoile, rifle, & burne all thinges. Also 
in Englande the godlie are greevouslie afflicted. I heare that Bernardino. 

Ocello, of lene, a true Xtian man, is fled to Geneva. So that every 
where he that wilbe a Christian must beare his Crosse. And truelie for 

my part I had rather suffer, so it be wth Christ, then to inioie the whole 
earthe wthout Christ. Neither do I desire any thinge more but him. 

Althoughe I am not ignorant that our forepassed sufferinges shall not be 
tKe last, many other thinges abide us to be suffered hereafter if wee live ; 
nay, not at this very time are wee free from troubles. One thinge I pray 
for, that God will give me faithe & constancie unto the ende, weh I also 
trust that he will doe, for he hathe promised to heare my prayers, as often 
as I call uppon him. And I doe dailie powre out my soule before him. 

Neither is it in vaine, for I feele myselfe so strengthened & confirmed that 
I have not given place to his adversaries, who abounde in all places, no 
not a haires breadthe, in the cause of religion. Neither in any thinge 
doe I consent wth those Epicures, who pretende the sacred name of the 

Gospel, to cover their filthie lustes. Thus thou seest (Deare Sister) that 
no place is cleare of enemies, the worlde, the Devil, & the fleshe. But it 
is farre better to suffer afflictions wth the Churche of God, in this most 
short life, then to be condemned wth the adversaries to everlasting sor 

row, where the eyes are closed up to eternal night. Wherefore I ear 
nestlie pray thee (good sister) to have respecte to thy salvation, & to 
feare him more, who wth one worde created all thinges, who hathe made 

you, who hathe saved you, & heaped so many benefites uppon you, 
then a fewe unprofitable burthens of the earthe, then the shadowe of 
the worlde allthoughe it threaten, or ells smile & fawne uppon you. ffor 
all thinges that you looke uppon, what are they but a thynne vapour, or 

vanishinge smoke, or as stubbie & haie,'suddenlie to be consumed by fire. 
If so be that you feele yorselfe weake in this waie that leadeth to heaven, 
take heede that you excuse not yor weakenes ; for the concealinge of a 
disease makes it the greater, & it is displeasinge unto God : for this 
cause the prophet David (Psa. cxli. 4) praiethe that God woulde not suffer 
his heart to incline so muche, as that he shoulde pretende an excuse for 
his sinnes. What must you doe then ? Confesse yor disease unto the 
lor de, the true physition : beseche him that he would applie some medi 
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cine to you ; that he woulde adde strengthe to yor weakenes ; & that he 
woulde cause you to love & feare him more then men, ffor therfore in 
the psalmes he is so often called the God of our strengthe, to the ende 
that he may fortifie us & make us stronge, so that wee will knowe our 

selves, & aske it of him ; for he wilbe prayed to continually that he may 
be intreated. And be assured that he heareth thy praiers, & will doe 
what thou desirest; yea, & above thy request, seinge he is liberall, & 
bountifull towardes all those that seeke him heartelye. But take heede 

(my sister) that you despise not the voice of the gospell & saie, if, indeed, 
if I bee one of those that bee chosen, & appointed to salvation, I cannot 

perishe, for this were to tempt God, who willeth us, by the obedience of 
the gospel, & praier, to obtaine salvation, ffor albeit election be certaine, 

& the salvation of those who be pdestinate be sure, woh such as are 
Christes doe feele in the inner man ; yet is it not wthout Christ, & those 

thinges woh doe adorne the Christian profession. Paul tells us, that f ai the 
is by hearinge, & hearinge by the worde of God. The same he writes 
also in the epistle to the Galathians, & in the Actes of the Apostles it 

appeares by the very place, that those were endued wth the holy Ghost 
wch had harkened to the voice of the gospel. Let that also never be for 

gotten of you, wch both Paul & James doe affirme, that the faith is 

approved of the lorde wch is lovelie & workinge by love, & not that wch is 
idle & unprofitable. If it be so that you want libertie to heare, yet let no 
daie passe wthout readinge the holy scripture & prayer ; that God woulde 

inlighten yor mynde, to undrstande & gather out the thinges wch may 
further you to live well & happilie. But if also you have little spare time 
from yor mistres buy sines, arise somewhat the more ear lie in the morn 

inge, & goe a little the later to bed in the eveninge, & so in yor private 
bedchamber pforme those duties that serve for yor salvation, ffor the 
lorde comandes us to seeke his kingedome & the righteousnes thereof, 

before all thinges. Those duties 
pformed, 

in tende yor mres service wth 
that willingnes & faithefulnes, wth that respecte & honor wch may well be 
seeme a Christian maiden wel brought up. Speake to Lavinia yor mistres 
that shee also may seeke ease of her grief es & vexations from Christian 

philosophie, together wth rest from all cares. Wee shall shortlie arive in 
the wished haven. Time passeth swiftelie, as wel in adversitie, as in 

prosperitie. But if her sufferinges seeme longer & harder, let her con 
sider that shee suffers wth the citizens of heaven & of Christ, yea, wth 
Christ himselfe. ffor even that noble woman, whom I mentioned before, 
do the beare her Crosse, & that no light one neither. And thoughe she 
be borne of a roial race & stocke, of wh there have also bin some Empe 
rors, yet shee is as content wh this meaner condition, wch hathe befallen 
her. This ladie, in xix yeares space, had scarse one daie free from sick 
nes ; yea, nowe also shee is & hathe bin many daies so dangerouslie sicke, 
that it is gretlie doubted of her life. Shee is a woman most religious & 
continuallie talketh of God, & of the life to come, wth an ernest desire 

& fervencie of spirite to be there. Her husbande & shee have bin 
oftentimes brought into the hazarde of their lives & goodes for the gos 
pels sake. O my deare sister, praye you wth Moses in the 90 Psalme, 
Teache me, O Lorde, to number my dayes, & to have alwaies before myne 
eyes the fewnesse of them ; that contemninge this vaine lyfe, I may wholy 
addicte myselfe to wisdome, & to the contemplation of eternitie. Seeke 
the lorde whilest he may be founde, pray to him continually, when you 
take yo' foode give him thanckes ; resigne yorselfe wholly to his love. 

Walke not in the waie of the wicked. Keep yor harte pure & chaste ; 
that at lengthe overcoming you may receive yr rewarde. Salute hartilie 
in my name those matrons & damselles that be wth you. Write unto me 
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a large letter of all yor afaires. The lres of your deare Ladie Lavinia 

(whose name I honor) I do greatlie desire : hir sweete behaviour & godli 
nes are never out of my mynde. I sent hir some little bokes, but chefelie 
of Celius Secundus makinge. I longe to knowe whether shee received 

them, & if they were welcome unto her. My husbande & brother Emilius 
doe kisse & most hartilie salute you. ffarewell, my deere & sweete sister 

Victoria. 
ffrom Hidelberghe, 6 Aug. 1554. 

An Epistle of Olympia Morata, unto Celius Secundus Curio. 

I suppose, well-beloved Celius, I neede not nowe to use any excuse to 

you why I have not answered your lres, delivered unto me longe since, for 
that the warre itselfe doo the sufficiently cleere me, wherewth for the space 
of xiiij monethes we were so vexed, that by it we received all maner of 
calamities. For so sone as Marquis Albert, by reason of the fitnesse of 
the place, had placed his hoste in SwTynforde, then his enymies weh were 

many, began to beseege the cittie, & to assaulte it, & daie & night wth their 

gunnes to beate the walles on all sides, when neverthelesse wee were also 
afflicted wthin the walles by the Marquesses soldiers wth many injuries, 
neither was any man safe ynoughe in his owne house. Beesides so often 
as their wages was not paide them, when it was due, they did threaten to 
take awaye all from the citizins, as thoughe they had been sent for, & 
hired by us. In so muche as the cittie, by maintaininge so many soldiours, 
was nowe utterlye consumed. By whose infection also so grevous a dis 
ease did welneere invade all the citizins that many, through greefe, & 
trouble of mynde being afflicted, died thereof, wherewth also my moste 

lovinge husbande was taken, so that there appeared no hope of his life, 
whom God having pittie of mee most afflicted, wthout any medicine ap 

plied, did heale. For in the towne ther was not any salves. 
But as Seneca saieth, the goinge out of one evil is the steppe to another 

that will come : for beinge delivered by God from that disease, wee were 

by & by beseeged wth a greater bande of enymies, wch daie & nig-ht did 
thro we fire into the cittie, that oftentimes in the night you woulde have 

thought the whole towne had bin on fire. And all that time wee were con 

strained to lie hidde in wine cellars. But at lengthe when wee looked for 
a happie ende of the warre, throughe the departure of the Marquis, who 

was about to leade awaie his hoaste by night to another place, wee fell 

into greater miserie. ffor he was scarcelie goune out of the cittie wth his 

hoaste, when the next daye the soldiers of the Bisshops & of the Noring 
hers rushed into the cittie, & after they pilled it they sett it on fire. But 
God tooke us out of the middest of the flames, when one even of the 

enymies had admonished us to depart out of the cittie before it burnt in 

every parte ; whose counsel obeyinge, wee went forthe, being spoiled & 

made naked of all thinges, so that wee might not be suffered to carry 

awaye a halfepeny. Nerelie in the middest of the market-place or gar 
mentes were plucked from us, neither was there any thinge lefte mee, but 

my smocke to cover my bodie wthall. And when wee were goune out of 

the cittie, my husband was taken by the enymies, whom I coulde not 
ransome wth a smal thinge; but when I sawe him lead out of my sight, I 

prayed to almyghty God wth teares & sighes, who presently sent him freed 

to me againe. But nowe beinge goune out of the cittie, wee knewre not 

whether to goe. At last wee tooke or iournye towards Hamelburgh, unto 

wch towne I was scarse able to creepe. ffor that towne was distant three 

Germaine miles from Swinforde. And the townsmen were unwillinge to 
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receive us ; for that they were forbidden to intertaine or harbour any of 
us. But I, amongst the poore women, seemed of all the beggers to bee a 

queene : I entered into that towne barefoote, my haire ruffeled, wth a 

torne coate, wch indeede was not myne owne, but was lent mee of another 
woman. And through the wearysomenes of that iournie, at lengthe also 
I fell into an ague, wch held me all the time of my travaillinge. ffor when 
the Hamelburghs feared that it was not safe for them to let us abide wth 
them any longe time, wee were forced, though I was sicke, wthin fowre 
daies after to depart from thence. But there againe whilst wee were 

compelled to passe by a certaine towne of a Bishop, my husband was 

apprehended by the Bishops chefe officer, who saide that his most mercy 
full lorde comanded him to kill all psons that fled thether out of Swin 
forde. Therfore we were holden captives there betwene hope & feare 
until wee were let goe by the Bishops letters. And then at length God 

began to looke mercifully upon us ; & brought us first to the noble Earle 
of Rinecks, & afterwardes to the most honorable Conn tes Erbacks, who 
for the Christian religion have often ventured their lives & the losse of 
their estates & goodes, of whom wee were bountifully intertained, & 

wth many giftes. Also we taried wth them many daies, until I was wel 

amended, & my husband chosen to reade the phisicke lecture publickly in 
the Universitie of Heidelbergh. 

Inscription on the Tomb of Olympia Morata at Heidelberg. 

DEO IMM. S. 

Et virtuti ac memorias Olympiaa Moratae Fuluii Morati Mantuani, viri doctiss. 
filiae, Andreas Grunthleri Medici conjugis lectissimae : f minae, cuius ingenium, 
ac singularis vtriusq; linguae cognitio ; in moribus autem probitas, summumq ; 
pietatis Studium, supra comunera modum semper existimata sunt. Quod de 
eins vita hominum iudicium, beata mors, sanctissim? ac pacatissim? ab ea 

obita, divino quoque confirmavit testimonio. Obiit mutato solo ? salute D. L. 
V. supra millesim?, suae aetatis xxix. H?c cum marito, & -?Emilio fratre sepulta. 
Guilielmus Rascalonius M.D. B.B. MM. P P. 
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